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Rulina Class Divisions Deepen 


T he worldwide crisis of capitalism is leading to a deep questioning of the struc- 
tures, institutions, politicians, and parties of bourgeois society. From Greece 
to Italy, Brazil to Turkey, Egypt to Iran, the consciousness of the masses is 
undergoing a profound transformation. This is not a linear process, and is not au- 
tomatically and directly reflected in all countries at the same time. But the “mole of 
history” is busily burrowing beneath the surface, slowly but surely undermining the 
very ground upon which capitalism exists. The rotten roots of this system, which 
long ago passed its historically progressive phase, lead inevitably to expressions of 
decay and disease at the surface: in ideology, politics, culture, and human relations. 

This malaise touches every layer and every class. Perched as they are at the sum- 
mit of society, the more farsighted members of the ruling class have abetter overview 
of the world they rule, and are often more sensitive to the shifting ground beneath 
their feet. As the saying goes, when the wind begins to blow, it blow the tops of the 
trees first. Only later, as the winds gather speed and direction, are the rotten trees 
themselves uprooted. This applies also to the class struggle. 

The period of crisis, revolution, and counterrevolution we have entered is neces- 
sarily accompanied by splits among the capitalists and their politicians. Simply put, 
the ruling class is no longer able to rule in the old way. The minor reforms and con- 
cessions won by the workers, and even basic democratic rights are no longer sustain- 
able, and must be chipped away. On this, the ruling class is in agreement. However, 
they are divided over how best to do this: slower or faster; with a smile or a snarl; 
openly or through maneuvers and deception. One wing wants to slow down the pace 
of austerity in order to prevent a social explosion; the other wants to ram through 
austerity, no matter what the consequences. And within both wings themselves there 
are bitter internal divisions. But no matter what course they choose, they cannot 
avoid the organic contradictions of the system they are all sworn to defend. 

Solon of Athens once likened the law to a spider’s web: “the small are caught, and 
the great tear it up.” The US Constitution’s system checks and balances is a masterful 
construction— from the perspective of the ruling class. While we are told that they 
are intended to prevent any one branch of government from abusing its power, their 
real aim is to check and tangle up the working class. They have also carefully and con- 
veniently constructed a legislative gridlock that allows them to “compromise” con- 
tinually to the right. But they are now trapped in their own web and machinations. 

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel had the following reaction to the impending 
government shutdown: “This is an astoundingly irresponsible way to govern. If this 
continues, we will have a country that is ungovernable.” This remarkable comment 
is full of meaning, with implications far beyond the immediate conflict over Obama- 
care, the budget, and the specter of an impasse over raising the debt ceiling, which 
could shatter world markets. Coming from the man responsible for the world’s 
mightiest military apparatus, these words reveal the deep anxiety of the ruling class, 
which is confronted by the prospect of losing control both at home and abroad. 

Meanwhile, the workers suffer the consequences. 800,000 government workers, 
many of them unionized, have been furloughed, and millions of others are also af- 
fected, either directly or indirectly. At a time when US median income is still 6 % less 
than it was in 2007, how are these families supposed to pay the rent or mortgage, 
buy groceries or medicine, or take the kids to the movies? Congress, on the other 
hand, continues to receive its six-figure pay. 

So while it may appear to be a mere distraction and a farce, the repercussions of 
the shutdown will be far reaching. Congress— the pinnacle of bourgeois representa- 
tive democracy— has an approval rating of just 10%. This is in fact an accurate re- 
flection of who they really represent: the top 10% of Americans who are even richer 
now than before the crisis. But ordinary Americans are left without a voice and with 
little confidence in the institutions they are supposed to take for granted in the “best 
of all possible worlds.” 

The latest deadlock in Washington is yet another indication that there is no solu- 
tion on the basis of capitalism. In this environment, the idea that we need a labor 
party, a workers’ government, and socialist policies will continue to take root. Once 
these ideas seize the imagination of the working class majority, no force on the plan- 
et will be able to stop them from becoming a reality. jqhn PETERSON, EDITOR 
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The NYC Mayoral Election and the Workina Class 



TOM TROTTIER 

2 013 is an off year for elections, in- 
volving races for cities, towns, and 
a few state governments. Among 
the more prominent elections is the one 
for mayor of New York City, which the 
ruling class says is “the second tough- 
est job” in the country, the first being 
president. From their perspective, it is a 
tough job to rule and exploit the masses. 

The working class in NYC again 
heads into these elections without a 
candidate. The NYC Central Labor 
Council brings together roughly 600 
union locals and 1.2 million members, 
not including the families, friends, and 
neighbors of the members, and yet, we 
do not have a labor party, even on the 
city level. The labor leadership tells 
workers to vote for so-called “friends 
of labor,” usually the Democrats and 
sometimes even Republicans such as 
past Mayors Giuliani and Bloomberg. 
This policy flies in the face of the fact 
that the Democratic Party, like the Re- 
publican Party, is controlled by the 
same wealthy people and corporations. 
They also control the various political 
clubhouses made of up and coming pol- 
iticians— the future servants of the rich. 

The Decline and Rise of New York 

NYC has long been the financial 
headquarters of American capitalism, 
but it also had substantial manufactur- 
ing as well. Some of the workforce was 
unionized before the 1930s, but with 
the rise of the CIO, during the period 
before and after World War II, much of 
the previously unorganized manufac- 
turing industry was unionized. 

American capitalism began closing 
factories in NYC and moving them to 
the South, where unions were weak and 
Jim Crow segregation divided the work- 
ing class, or to the neocolonial countries 
where superexploitation equals super- 
profits. 

The result was a decline for NYC. 
The 1960s and 1970s saw an increase 
in poverty, unemployment, and crime, 
along with a decline in public services. 
Movies such as The Taking of Pelham , 
One , Two , Three , Serpico , Death Wish , 
Annie Hall, and Looking for Mr. Good- 
bar show life in the city at that time, of 
course somewhat distorted by the Hol- 


lywood lens. These movies show a very 
different New York than what is pre- 
sented in the more recent Friends or 
Sex and the City. 

However, the postwar economic 
boom came to an end for American and 
world capitalism in the mid-1970s. The 
ruling class did not want to face anoth- 
er slump and upsurge of class struggle 
like the 1930s. Therefore, the capital- 
ist went on a debt binge. Total global 
credit was about $1 trillion in 1968. By 
2007, it was $50 trillion. The growth of 
credit and finance capital helped spawn 
a boom in New York, starting in the late 
1970s. The phenomenon of gentrifica- 
tion was born, as the higher-paid staff 
in the finance industry wanted a shorter 
commute, so they moved into Manhat- 
tan, causing property values and rents 
to rise, forcing the working class to 
move to the outer boroughs or the more 
modest suburbs. 

The financial crisis several years 
ago would have devastated NYC if not 
for the massive bailouts of Wall Street, 
the banks, and insurance companies 
like AIG. But nothing fundamental has 
been solved, and another property and 
speculation bubble has been inflated. 
NYC’s future under capitalism is very 
precarious. 

As this occurs, the majority of the 
working class in the city is not doing so 
well. Unemployment is still higher now 
than it was before the last slump. The 
top 1% of earners in the USA collect 
22.5% of the entire income of the coun- 
try. The top 10% of earners take over 


half the country’s income, meaning the 
top 10% make more than the bottom 
90% combined! 

NYC and state public employees have 
seen their wages decline in real terms, 
and pension benefits are increasingly 
reduced for new employees. In the US, 
about a third of the population is “poor 
or near poor.” In NYC, about 40% of the 
population are in this category, while 
the richest people live in the splendor of 
their townhouses and skyscraper con- 
dominiums. 

The Democrats’ Primary & Splits in 
the Ruling Class 

The Democratic Party is the primary 
party of the ruling class in NYC. But the 
ruling class in not united. One of the 
first signs of a coming social revolution 
is divisions among the ruling class. For 
example, the US ruling class is split on 
the issue of Syria and on the way to deal 
with the federal budget deficit. In NYC, 
the more farsighted section of the rul- 
ing class sees the growing anger from 
the masses and believes that small re- 
forms must be given, in order to defend 
the system as a whole. 

The main three candidates in the 
Democratic primary were City Coun- 
cil Speaker Christine Quinn, former 
Comptroller Bill Thompson, and Pub- 
lic Advocate Bill de Blasio. Quinn is an 
excellent example of what happens to 
good activists when they get sucked into 
bourgeois politics. 

Quinn started out as a gay rights and 
tenants’ rights activist, and ended up 
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as the Speaker of the NY City Council, 
where she took bills designed to give 
private sector employees some paid sick 
leave, and watered them down further, 
making sure to please big business and 
Mayor Bloomberg, one of the richest 
men in the USA. 

Thompson, when he was City Comp- 
troller, was in charge of the investments 
of the NYC Employees Retirement 
System. He became great friends with 
Wall Street, who love to make money 
“guiding and managing pension invest- 
ments.” 

Both of these candidates were de- 
feated by Bill de Blasio. De Blasio is a 
former college “radical” and long-time 
bourgeois politician who formerly 
worked for Mayor David Dinkins, and 
as part of President Clintons admin- 
stration, where he worked under An- 
drew Cuomo, now the Governor of NY 
state, in the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

De Blasio represents the “left wing” 
of the ruling class, those who can see 
that the growing inequality and decline 
in workers’ standard of living is a threat 
to the stability of capitalism. In an at- 
tempt to appear like someone who will 
“take on Wall Street,” he advocates a 
tiny income tax surcharge on the rich, 
to pay for an expanded kindergarten 
program. Most likely, de Blasio will not 
get even this tiny tax increase through 
the state legislature. Even if he gets 
what he wants, politicians like de Bla- 
sio offer tiny crumbs to the workers and 
then say, “see, the rich have sacrificed, 
now its your turn, we must all share the 
pain!” 

He also says he wants to build “af- 
fordable housing,” but does not explain 
where the money will come from. As 
with all bourgeois politicians, it is not 
a question of “good intentions” or per- 
sonality; when you serve the system, 
the system rules. Unless and until a 
workers’ government nationalizes the 
big corporations and puts them under 
democratic workers’ control, the com- 
panies will always plead poverty and 
buy politicians, and there will never 
be “enough money” to pay the workers 
more or fund education and services. 
And yet, somehow, there is always plen- 
ty of money to pay the rich municipal 
bondholders their interest! 

NYC employs over 300,00 union- 
ized city workers. Most of these unions 
have been without a contract and a 


raise since 2011, even though the cost 
of living continues to go up in one of 
the world’s most expensive cities. The 
teachers have been without a raise since 
2009- The city work force makes less in 
terms of real pay and benefits than it 
did in the early 1970s. But without the 
work of the public sector, the city would 
come to a standstill: no education, 
transportation, sewers, fire protection, 
and other needed services. This is the 
infrastructure that allows the economy 
to function. 

This is what de Blasio has to say 
about this issue: “What I say to Michael 
Mulgrew [the teachers union presi- 
dent] and any other labor leader is, put 
on the table anything you want, I’ll put 
on the table our reality and I’ll tell you 
some of the things I need.” 

In other words, de Blasio has the 
same position as Bloomberg: any raise 
given to the public workers must be 
paid for out of givebacks in other ar- 
eas, usually directed heavily against the 
newer workers. Is this the policy of a 
“pro-worker” mayor? 

No to Lhota, Carrion and de Blasio 

If Republican Joe Lhota is elected, he 
will continue to openly impose auster- 
ity, attack the unions, free big business 
from regulation, and free the NYPD to 
do as they please. 

Adolfo Carrion was a lifelong Demo- 
crat and worked in the Obama admin- 
istration until he moved further to the 
right and tried to run for mayor as a 
Republican. This did not work, so he is 
running on the Independent line that 
supported Bloomberg in the past. His 
main role is to now take Latino and La- 
tina votes away from de Blasio in order 
to try to elect Lhota. 

De Blasio appeals to the working 
class, but as was explained above, is no 
better than the others. He will end up 
serving within the limits imposed on 
him by big business. 

This is why the working class needs 
its own party. The Working Families 
Party, which was built by some unions, 
such as AFSCME DC 37, could be such a 
party if it stopped endorsing Democrats 
and Republicans and ran real workers 
as candidates. 

We would argue that if elected, work- 
er candidates should only accept the 
average wage made by a NYC worker, 
contributing the rest of the salary back 
to the movement. 


ELECTION 2013 


No viable alternative 

A vacuum exists in American poli- 
tics. The working class is the vast ma- 
jority of the population, but we don’t 
have our own political party. The urgent 
need for such a party is held up because 
of the pro-capitalist policies of the labor 
leadership. Given this vacuum, some 
small socialist groups and the Green 
Party are running candidates on a re- 
formist program. 

Out of the thousands of city council- 
lors, aldermen, and selectmen running 
in cities and towns throughout the US, 
a few seats are being contested by these 
groups. Given the lack of a mass work- 
ing class alternative, it is understand- 
able why many people will vote for the 
Greens and various left candidates, as 
a way of expressing anger with the sys- 
tem. 

Socialist Appeal urges its readers to 
vote for the socialist candidates that are 
running, as a protest against the capi- 
talist parties, if you happen to live in 
those particular districts. But the vast 
majority of us do not live in those dis- 
tricts, so we would urge voters to write 
in “Mass Labor Party,” as a way of voic- 
ing our objection to the policies of aus- 
terity which both the Democrats and 
the Republicans are implementing. 

This approach is clearly insufficient. 
But as long as a political vacuum exists, 
various protest parties will emerge and 
may even get candidates elected from 
time to time. However, only a party with 
a large portion of the labor movement 
as its base could truly challenge the big 
capitalist parties. Most workers will not 
vote for small parties. To get them to 
break decisively with the big business 
parties, we need a labor party based on 
the power and resources of the unions. 

The formation of such a party will 
represent a huge step forward. But a 
labor party alone will not solve the cri- 
sis of capitalism. A mass labor party 
must adopt a socialist program, as any 
attempt to manage the capitalist crisis 
within the bounds of capitalism will 
mean a labor government that imple- 
ments austerity on the working class. 

We know this is a long-range and dif- 
ficult fight, but the struggle for a mass 
labor party armed with a socialist pro- 
gram is the only way forward. Those 
who want to help bring this about 
should join or contribute to the work of 
Socialist Appeal and the International 
Marxist Tendency. ♦ 
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Lobbying: How Politicians Are Bought and Sold 


JOHN PICKARD 


I n his masterpiece Origins of the 
Family , Private Property and the 
State , Engels pointed out that even 
in a “democratic republic,” wealth still 
wields power indirectly, but all the more 
surely. “It does this in two ways,” he ex- 
plains, “by plain corruption of officials, 
of which America is the classic example, 
and by an alliance between the govern- 
ment and the stock exchange.” 

In a later work, State and Revolu- 
tion, Lenin took up the same theme, 
examining the completely fraudulent 
character of parliamentary democracy. 
“At the present time,” he wrote, “Imperi- 
alism and the domination of the banks 
have ‘developed’ both these methods of 
defending and asserting the omnipo- 
tence of wealth in democratic republics 
of all descriptions.” 

Writing in 1917, Lenin went on to 
quote the example of a minister in the 
Provisional Government, Palchinsky, 
who resigned his office and was prompt- 
ly rewarded with a cozy job by the capi- 
talists, on a salary of 120,000 rubles a 
year. “What would you call this,” Lenin 
asked, “direct or indirect corruption?” 
These arguments of Engels and 
Lenin, which are fundamental to a 
Marxist understanding of politics and 
the parliamentary process, have been 
completely vindicated over and over 
again in one country after another. Re- 
cent revelations of parliamentary sleaze 
have once again laid bare the thousands 
of threads that big business has woven 
into the fabric of so-called representa- 
tive government. 

It is well-known that in Britain, Tory 
ministers have an open-door policy 
when it comes to meeting lobbyists and 
the representatives of capitalism, but it 
was revealed recently that the govern- 
ment has an organized system to “bud- 
dy” multi-national firms with Tory min- 
isters and moreover, there were plans to 
expand it. In July 2011, the trade min- 
ister announced the original initiative 
to give 38 firms, including telecoms, 
pharmaceutical and oil companies, a 
direct line to ministers and officials. In 
2013, it was announced, a further 12 
firms were being added to the list and 
30 more are under consideration. 

The original 38 firms had nearly 


700 cosy face-to-face meetings with 
ministers in the first two years of the 
initiative. The oil company Shell alone 
has had 56 face-to-face meetings with 
ministers. Looking at all this, as Lenin 
would have asked: “is it direct or indi- 
rect corruption?” 

In the US Congress, the number of 
lobbying organizations is even more 
phenomenal. There are nearly 15,000 
of them, around 30 for each and every 
elected representative. On every single 
issue, from climate change to taxation 
to health, to gun control, these pro- 
fessional ear-benders are canvassing, 
phoning, meeting, and schmoozing 
with elected representatives. 

Billions of dollars are spent on an in- 
dustrial scale— over $3 billion in each 
of the last five years— to buy the politi- 
cians that millions of Americans think 
they have elected. They have a thousand 
threads connecting them to PR agen- 
cies so they can spread unfavorable sto- 
ries in the press to blackmail represen- 
tatives who might be reluctant to follow 
their cues. 

It makes no difference whether they 
are Democrats or Republicans— the 
overwhelming majority are in the pock- 
ets of big business. The “revolving door” 
operates here, too, with former lobby- 
ists getting top jobs as aides to mem- 
bers of Congress, and then former aides 
going back into lucrative jobs among 
the lobbying firms. Congress members 
themselves are also part of the revolv- 
ing door. 

During recent demonstrations in 


Egypt, a BBC journalist asked a man 
in a Cairo street why he was demand- 
ing the overthrow of Morsi. The man 
replied that Morsi and the Egyptian As- 
sembly had not put in practice the poli- 
cies on which they were elected. 

Without a blush or a hint of irony, 
the BBC journalist asked, “but that’s 
democracy, isn’t it?” It might be democ- 
racy to an unprincipled philistine, or to 
a representative of business, but to any 
normal worker it is the opposite of de- 
mocracy. 

In the 1980s, three Marxists from 
the Militant Tendency in Britain were 
elected as members of parliament for 
the Labour Party. The policy they ap- 
plied in practice was simple: “A worker’s 
MP on a worker’s wage.” They donated 
the difference between an MP’s wage 
and the average wage of a skilled work- 
er back to the movement. 

Independent labor candidates in 
the US should make this policy a part 
of their platform. When the US labor 
movement finally breaks with the Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans and builds a 
mass party of labor, this policy should 
also be followed by its candidates. 

After all, politicians who are wined 
and dined by lobbyists representing 
the billionaires and paid a salary many 
times more that of the average worker- 
let alone those working for minimum 
wage— cannot possibly represent the 
interests of ordinary workers. This is 
just one example of how the rise of a 
labor party in the US will turn politics 
upside down. ♦ 
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ORGANIZE AND MOBILIZE TO FIGHT AUSTERITY 


Pittsburah Transit: For Class-Struaale Methods 



ANDREW WAGNER 

T he struggle against transit cuts 
and union busting in Pittsburgh 
is now at a critical juncture. Since 
2010, Democratic and Republican ad- 
ministrations at both the state and lo- 
cal level have been desperate to force 
the workers of Allegheny County to pay 
for the capitalist crisis by implementing 
devastating cuts to public transit and 
by attacking the transit workers’ union, 
ATU Local 85. 

In March of 2011, the Port Authority 
of Allegheny County suffered a 15% cut 
in service, fare hikes, and the layoff of 
180 workers. These cuts have battered 
an already overstretched transit sys- 
tem, leaving tens of thousands of people 
without access to transit, severely over- 
crowded buses and subways, and an un- 
certain future for public transit in the 
Pittsburgh region. 

In August 2012, Local 85 signed a 
concessionary contract with the Port 
Authority. Under the threat of more 
cuts, the leadership of the union agreed 
to give up $60 million in concessions, 
including a two-year wage freeze, a 
near-doubling of the workers’ contri- 
butions to the pension fund, and a big 
increase in healthcare costs shouldered 
by the workers themselves. 

Local 85’s leaders reached this deal 
under pressure from Republican Gov- 
ernor Tom Corbett, who promised to 
allocate an additional $30 million per 
year to the Port Authority in order to 
stave off any additional cuts if the union 
agreed to the concessions. A 2013 trans- 
portation funding bill was the expected 
source of these additional funds, but the 
Republican-controlled Pennsylvania 
State Legislature failed to pass such a 
bill by the June 30th deadline, and Cor- 
bett has made no move to allocate the 
promised funds. 

Therefore, Local 85 got the worst of 
all worlds: concessions, and the very 
real possibility of further severe service 
cuts. Unless an emergency funding bill 
passes soon, major cuts are expected 
around March 2014. The leaders of 
Local 85 thought they could cut a deal 
with right-wing politicians and wait the 
crisis out— except that the storm is far 
from over. Austerity is the order of the 
day across the world, and Pennsylvania 


is no exception. The “recovery” is feeble, 
the state’s financial deficit is high, and 
the ruling class aims to force workers to 
shoulder the burden of their decaying 
system. In such a political and econom- 
ic environment, there can be no serious 
talk of reaching deals with the bosses or 
their governments. 

The ruling class is on the offensive, 
and is determined to first weaken and 
then destroy the union, slash funding 
for public transit, and privatize the sys- 
tem. Bargaining and concessions have 
led only to more severe defeats, and 
with each passing cut and failed con- 
tract, the union becomes even weaker. 
In The Art of War, the great ancient Chi- 
nese general and philosopher Sun Tzu 
wrote, “In difficult ground, press on; On 
hemmed-in ground, use subterfuge; In 
death ground, fight.” The time for a de- 
cisive fight to save transit in Pittsburgh 
and defend Local 85 from a slow death 
is now. 

Militant, class-struggle methods are 
necessary for victory. Pittsburgh’s tran- 
sit workers are the life-blood of the city, 
transporting hundreds of thousands 
of people daily to their jobs, schools, 
grocery stores, and hospitals. If Local 
85 were to strike in opposition to the 
threatened cuts and continued threats 
to its very existence, Pittsburgh would 
grind to a halt. 

Such an action would earn the work- 
ers eternal disdain from the ruling class, 


but with the proper support and deter- 
mination, Local 85 could triumph. The 
ruling class could not tolerate the com- 
plete shutdown of Pittsburgh’s transit 
system for a prolonged period, and a 
militant strike could force them to halt 
the cuts and to accede to the union. 

However, such a strike would be 
doomed to failure unless the proper 
preparations were made. The ruling 
class is skillful at dividing public sec- 
tor workers from the rest of the work- 
ing class by portraying them as “greedy” 
and as “wasting taxpayer money.” With- 
out taking the necessary steps to ready 
the people of Pittsburgh for the struggle 
and to win them to the union’s cause, 
popular opinion could rapidly turn 
against the workers, thereby giving the 
ruling class support for the repressive 
measures they would use. 

Court injunctions, back-to-work leg- 
islation, and even police action could 
be used to break the strike. It would be 
essential for the union to win the sup- 
port of Pittsburgh’s working class, and 
especially the rest of the city’s powerful 
labor unions. 

Fortunately, some of the infrastruc- 
ture for such an outreach effort already 
exists. Pittsburghers for Public Transit 
(PPT), which the WIL played a central 
role in forming and leading, could be a 
powerful tool for Local 85 in its effort to 
win the working class to its side. In fact, 
this is the purpose which we launched 
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PPT for: to be a transit riders’ solidar- 
ity campaign with the union. In the 
context of a strike (and the critical pe- 
riod leading up to one), PPT’s dedicated 
members could provide an enormous 


difficult for the state politicians to make 
it just a “Pittsburgh issue.” 

In fact, the best chance all of these 
unions have is to strike against austerity 
together. While tactics such as sympa- 


boon to the struggle by helping to rally thy strikes and general strikes are illegal 


riders and the general public to support 
the union. 

There is recent precedent for the 
success of such a campaign in Chicago, 
where teachers organized in the Chi- 
cago Teachers Union struck in 2012 
against Rahm Emanuel and 
his attempts to wrench mas- 
sive concessions from the work- 
ers. The union spent two years 
during the run-up to the strike 
reaching out to the workers of 
Chicago, explaining how the 
campaign against the teachers 
was part of a broader effort to 
shut down and privatize many 
of Chicago’s public schools, par- 
ticularly in black and Latino 
neighborhoods. 

When the teachers struck, 
thousands of community mem- 
bers, parents, and students 
joined them on the picket lines and in 
their demonstrations. Polls consistently 
showed that the union had the major- 
ity of the public’s support and the mayor 
attracted the majority of the blame. The 
strike ended in a week and the union 
emerged with a partial victory, having 
stopped most of Emanuel’s attempts to 
wrench concessions from the union. 

This is a shining beacon of how a 
public sector union can fight to survive 
and even win in today’s dangerous anti- 
union political environment, and is full 
of lessons that Local 85 would do well 
to remember during the struggle ahead. 

The support of the rest of Pitts- 
burgh’s labor movement would be criti- 
cal as well. Transit workers aren’t the 
only public employees in the capital- 
ists’ crosshairs: teachers, state liquor 
store workers, and state administra- 
tive employees are all facing major of- 
fensives from the ruling class. Local 85 
must reach out to the rest of organized 
labor— the Allegheny County Central 
Labor Council and the Pennsylvania 
State AFL-CIO— for support. 

In addition, Local 85 must reach 
out to the other ATU and TWU locals 
throughout the state. If the Pittsburgh 
transit workers are defeated, other PA 
transit workers will be next. A united 
statewide battle would make it more 


under the Taft-Hartley Act, organized 
labor mustn’t forget that unions them- 
selves were once illegal, and it was only 
the militant struggle of past generations 
of workers which brought them into ex- 
istence. 


M MPittsburgh’s 

PI TP flip i 


s transit work- 
ers are the lifeblood of the 
city, transporting hun- 
dreds of thousands of people dai- 
ly to their jobs, schools, grocery 
stores, and hospitals. If Local 85 
were to strike in opposition to the 
threatened cuts and continued 
threats to its very existence, Pitts- 
burgh would grind to a haltV 

Finally, class-struggle methods must 
be applied in the realm of politics, as 
well as in the streets and in the garages. 

Local 85 has been under relentless at- 
tack by both Republicans and Demo- 
crats for more than a decade now. The 
last round of cuts came when both the 
state and county governments were in 
the hands of the Democrats, who de- 
manded the same kinds of concessions 
and cuts that the Republicans now do. 

Local 85 has donated thousands of 
dollars to Democratic politicians (even 
the very ones responsible for the attacks 
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against them!) during every election 
cycle. Not only is this a suicidal strat- 
egy; it is a complete waste of resources 
that could be dedicated to organizing 
the kind of militant action necessary to 
defend the union. In conjunction with 
other unions, Local 85 should spend 
those resources to run workers as inde- 
pendent labor candidates on a platform 
opposing all cuts and austerity, and in 
support of workers’ struggles generally. 
Such an effort could be the beginning 
of a move towards the forma- 
tion of an American labor party, 
whose emergence would trans- 
form the entire political situa- 
tion in the United States. 

Ultimately, socialism is the 
only system in which the liveli- 
hoods of workers can be guar- 
anteed, where the resources for 
quality public services would be 
plentiful, and in which constant 
struggle would be unnecessary. 
Socialism can only come about 
through the conscious struggle 
of the working class to defeat 
and supplant the capitalists and 
their governments who are responsible 
for so much suffering and privation 
throughout society. 

Around the world, workers are rising 
in unprecedented waves of militancy 
against this system and the people who 
profit from it. The members of ATU Lo- 
cal 85, Pittsburghers for Public Tran- 
sit, and Pittsburgh’s working class as a 
whole have an opportunity before them 
to enter the stage of history along with 
workers in Greece, Egypt, Bangladesh, 
Spain, and everywhere else the working 
class is on the move. ♦ 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Musicians vs. Capitalism (Part 1 


JOELANG 

I n the early 90s, famed record pro- 
ducer Steve Albini (Nirvana, Pix- 
ies, PJ Harvey) wrote “The Problem 
of Music,” for Maximum Rock ‘n’ Roll 
magazine. He paints an outlandish, ma- 
cabre, and visceral image of eager young 
musicians willing to swim through vats 
of excrement in order to get a seductive 
label contract— one that will inevitably 
turn them into pawns of capital. 

Since then, Albini has not moderated 
his feelings on the matter. In an August 
16 article published at spin.com, 
his rhetoric reaches the rafters as 
he says of record executives that, 

“...all of those people [are] para- 
sites... They want, somehow or 
another, to claim authorship of 
the creative output of these other 
people who are actually doing the 
heavy lifting for their career. I cant 
have any respect for somebody 
like that, who’s not involved in the 
creative process but then decides 
that they wanna snipe at it from 
the outside and manipulate peo- 
ple into doing things to suit them. 

F*ck every one of those people.” 

Albini’s diatribe rings true for many 
artists, although both he and his sup- 
porters may not be consciously aware 
of the science of why the industry is the 
way it is. So while we can enjoy his col- 
orful condemnation of those who leech 
off of artists, it is also important to un- 
derstand more precisely how capitalism 
exploits musicians and other artists— 
and how we can fight for them— for the 
working class and for the continued 
proliferation of inspired music and cul- 
ture as a whole. 

First and foremost, we must keep in 
firm view that record labels (as well as 
large music promotion companies like 
Live Nation) are in the business of gen- 
erating profits. In practice, this means 
that they will buy the labor power or the 
commodities produced by the labor of 
musicians (recordings, copyright, pub- 
lishing rights) with the intention of re- 
selling them to the general population 
and pocketing the difference. This is 
obviously a simplification of the overall 
process, but the final goal is the same: 
obtaining surplus value— profits. 

In the 20th century, the overhead 


needed to distribute records and CDs as 
commodities was much higher. Because 
of technology, the distribution process 
has become simpler, and the exchange 
value of records has plummeted, for 
reasons we will investigate shortly. Be- 
cause of this, and the inherent tendency 
for capital to accumulate into monopo- 
lies, we have seen a monstrous consoli- 
dation of media companies. What once 
was the “Big Six” has now become the 
“Big Three.” And it looks as though Uni- 
versal Music Group will be the next to 
be absorbed. 


As this process of concentration into 
fewer and fewer hands unfolds, record 
labels are spending millions of dollars 
tapping into formulas intended to ca- 
ter to the lowest common denomina- 
tor. The end goal is to market to the 
broadest possible demographic, target- 
ing, above all, those with the most dis- 
posable income. This relentless com- 
modification of artistic output has had 
a disquieting effect: studies indicate 
that music is becoming simpler and 
more formulaic. This obviously has far- 
reaching implications for musicians, 
listeners, and culture in general which 
goes far beyond the scope of this article. 

As technology has advanced and 
this monstrous “refinement” of music 
as commodity unfolds, the internet has 
allowed listeners to download music 
more cheaply than ever, both legally and 
illegally. Anyone who was around in the 
late 1990s remembers the rise and fall 
of Napster, the first large-scale music 
piracy website. Instead of buying a re- 
cord for $10 to $20, users could simply 
click and download music for free. 

When confronted with this terrify- 
ing prospect of piracy, the music labels 


moved to shut down the service as soon 
as possible. In its wake arose Limewire, 
Kazaa, and eventually torrent and 
download sites such as Pirate Bay and 
Megaupload. But as soon as one service 
or site is shut down or falls out of vogue, 
several more take its place. There is no 
end in sight to this piracy “whack-a- 
mole,” and for good reason. As Niklas 
Albin Svensson pointed out in “War 
Against Online Piracy” articles: 

“This problem has always existed for 
capitalism, which is why we have pat- 
ents in the first place, but with modern 
technology and in particular the 
internet, the problem has multi- 
plied... The new technology has 
rendered the business model of 
some huge multinational com- 
panies unworkable... A problem 
arises for the capitalists when the 
labor required to produce a par- 
ticular material object is very low 
but the amount of labor required 
to produce the plan or schema of 
the object is very high. The origi- 
nal recording is very expensive to 
produce, but to replicate that now- 
adays is virtually free. All that is 
required is a computer and an internet 
connection, which today is present in 
most homes in the advanced capitalist 
countries.” 

While the RIAA continues its gro- 
tesque and futile efforts to crack down 
on piracy, the record companies’ re- 
sponse has been simple: “If you can’t 
beat ’em, join ’em.” They have now 
moved to get in on the action, in what 
can only be described as legalized pi- 
racy. But from whom are they pirating? 
From the musicians, of course! 

In recent years there has been a flur- 
ry of music downloading services. Even 
Napster came back from the grave in a 
legal form (until it was bought by Rhap- 
sody). Spotify, Rhapsody, and now, Ap- 
ple’s iRadio allow listeners to pay a flat 
rate for an unlimited stream of monthly 
music. Pandora is a free internet radio 
site that allows listeners to custom- 
ize their radio stations based on taste. 
And if none of those appeal, people can 
move over to YouTube to convert videos 
to mp3s for free. These services now 
reign supreme as the new method of 
getting music, at least to the youngest 
demographics. 
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From a consumer point of view, this 
model sounds great. Unfortunately, the 
costs are borne by the working musi- 
cians and producers who create and re- 
cord the music. While the executives at 
these companies are making millions, 
the musicians they stream make pen- 
nies. 

In the recent period, several mu- 
sicians and major publications have 
stepped forward, admonishing or clari- 
fying the details of Spotify’s abysmal 
payment structure. Among the most 
well-known of these polemics is Anil 
Prasad’s online Powerpoint presenta- 
tion, “The Economic Reality of Stream- 
ing For Musicians.” 

Most recently, Radioheads Thom 
Yorke and his collaborator Nigel Go- 
drich pulled their music from Spotify 
stating that, “The reason [for pulling 
our music] is that new artists get paid 
f*ck all with this model. It’s an equa- 
tion that just doesn’t work. The music 
industry is being taken over by the back 
door, and if we don’t try and make it fair 
for new music producers and artists, 
then the art will suffer. Make no mis- 
take, these are all the same old industry 
bods trying to get a stranglehold on the 
delivery system.” 

Similarly, musicians are now de- 
nouncing Pandora. Pandora has pro- 
posed The Internet Radio Fairness Act 
or IRFA, which would, “cut musicians’ 
pay by 85 per cent— reducing Pandora’s 
royalty costs from 50 per cent to 10 per 
cent.” According to the Huffington Post : 
“In the third quarter of last year, Blake 
Morgan’s songs were played on Pandora 
some 27,900 times. But the New York- 
based recording artist and label owner 
said he made only $1.62 from the popu- 
lar Internet radio service.” 

Pandora’s claim is that Internet Ra- 
dio is a fragile industry in its infancy that 
needs all the help it can get, despite the 
fact that the bill states that there is “no 
desire to lower royalties dramatically.” 
Morgan’s response was clear: “There’s a 
problem with this argument. I couldn’t 
help notice — because it’s been so widely 
reported — that you yourself earned a 
reported $13.9 million last year from 
cashing in stock options in your very 
own company, Pandora.” Classic rock 
band Pink Floyd echoed the sentiment, 
stating that, “Internet radio companies 
are trying to trick artists into support- 
ing their own pay cut.” 

To be continued... 


Marxist Student Activities 


T he youth are bearing the brunt of 
the capitalist crisis, facing a fu- 
ture of debt, unemployment, un- 
deremployment, or employment in me- 
nial jobs that do not take advantage of 
their full potential and aspirations to do 
something useful and interesting with 
their lives. Faced with this situation, it 
is no surprise that interest in Marxist 
ideas is on the rise. 

The new generation of Marxists un- 
derstands that Marxism is not a dusty 
old philosophy to be confined to the 
coffee shops and academic lecture halls. 
Nor is it enough to engage in activism 
for the sake of activism’s sake. Marxism 
is a living, dynamic worldview which al- 
lows us not only to understand the world 
but to change it. To fight the nightmare 
of capitalism we need a revolutionary 
program, theory, methods, ideas, and 
perspectives which only revolution- 
ary Marxism can provide. Marxism is a 
guide to action. On campuses across the 
country comrades of the Workers Inter- 
national League are actively building 
student clubs. 

In Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh Stu- 
dent Marxist Association is bringing 
together students from the University 
of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity, and the Community College of Al- 
legheny County for regular discussions 
on Marxist theory, the history of the 
class struggle in the US, the crisis facing 
youth in America, and more. With reg- 
ular tabling they have connected with 
dozens of young people who want to 
learn more about these ideas. They are 
also reaching out to workers in struggle 
across Pittsburgh— building solidarity 
and raising the need for class struggle 
tactics and working class unity if we are 
to defeat the bosses’ attacks. 

In Northern California, the com- 
rades have established a Youth for In- 
ternational Socialism club at Butte Col- 
lege along with another club at CSU 
Chico, the Chico State Socialists. The 
comrades are conducting tablings at 
both campuses for 19 hours a week! 
The Chico State Socialists held their 
first meeting on “What Would Social- 
ism Look Like?” with 15 young people 
in attendance. A few days later, an in- 
ter-campus BBQ, with a political discus- 
sion on perspectives for the world revo- 
lution was organized by both YFIS and 



CSS. This attracted 18 people including 
3 from the Bay Area. There are plans 
ahead to organize public events on Syr- 
ia and another on the crisis of capital- 
ism in the coming months. 

At South Illinois University Ed- 
wardsville (SIUE), near St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, a Youth for International Social- 
ism club was established by comrades. 
They have been tabling three times 
weekly including additional tabling at 
the campus student organization days. 
Three meetings have been held so far 
including discussions on “Why Social- 
ism?” and “Capitalism: What it is and 
How to Fight it.” Upcoming meetings 
will discuss the USSR and Stalinism, 
Lenin’s Imperialism: the Highest Stage 
of Capitalism, and a screening of the 
film Reds. There are also plans to orga- 
nize a Marxist day school in December 
with guest speakers from the region. 

In New York City, the Marxist Stu- 
dent Association has begun holding 
weekly meetings alongside weekly ta- 
blings at NYU and are planning to have 
a number of international visitors in the 
coming months. Marie, a Marxist activ- 
ist from Denmark, will speak on Marx- 
ism and the Emancipation of Women. 
Alan Woods, editor ofMarxist.com, will 
speak on Dialectical Materialism. We 
will also have Hubert, a Marxist and 
trade unionist from France, who will 
speak on the revolutionary events of 
May 1968. 

In Minneapolis, comrades have es- 
tablished the Socialist Club at Minne- 
apolis Community and Technical Col- 
lege. With public events planned and 
outreach to the University of Minnesota 
the prospects in the Twin Cities are ex- 
citing as well. Forward to a new genera- 
tion of Marxist cadres! ♦ 
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LIZA RAND JOSE MANUEL 

M cDonald’s is one of the most 
famous and richest compa- 
nies on the planet. It has built 
a fast food empire of drive-thrus and 
burgers, and its owners live in immea- 
surable wealth. But its success has not 
coincided with the betterment of the 
lives of McDonald’s workers, and ulti- 
mately, that will be the undoing of all of 
the exploitation. 

Working conditions are 
agonizing at McDonald’s. 
Overheating, wage-theft, un- 
paid overtime, the crushing 
stress of the rush, an illegal 
lack of breaks— this is the 
hell McDonald’s employees 
suffer through daily. Work- 
ers are often given too few 
hours to subsist on or long 
work days that can start in 
the early morning and end 
late in the evening; they are 
either overworked or under- 
employed. 

To the bosses, they are just 
another cog in a money-mak- 
ing machine to grind until it 
no longer turns. McDonald’s workers 
can smell this injustice even after two 
showers; the stench of grease clings 
to their hair, takes up residence in the 
back of their nostrils, permeates their 
very fingernails. 

Wages, too, are deplorable. McDon- 
ald’s enjoys an eleven figure annual 
net income, but they hire at minimum 
wage. They are also famous for being vi- 
ciously antiunion. In the 1994-97 McLi- 
bel case, it joked about “quashing” more 
than 400 potential unions globally in 
the 1970s alone. But for all of its savage 
unionbusting, low wages, and unbear- 
able working conditions, its workers are 
springing back up with a power only the 
working class can harness. 

We are seeing the first tremors of 
a fast food workers’ movement with 
the waves of strikes that have recently 
swept the nation. One of the organiza- 
tions at the vanguard of this movement 
is Fast Food Forward (FFF). 

FFF originated from last fall’s New 
York City strikes, led by employees of 
McDonald’s, KFC, Burger King, and 
other fast food chains. Inspired by the 


Black Friday actions against Walmart, 
they are determined to win “Higher Pay 
for a Stronger New York.” 

Although they specialize in fast food 
workers, FFF has also joined with other 
low wage workers alongside organiza- 
tions like Our Walmart. Many of the 
most oppressed layers of the working 
class, including women, blacks, and La- 
tinos, have been the most active folks 
organizing in their workplaces. 


Fast Food Forward led the fast food 
strikes in late July. More than a hun- 
dred workers marched down Union 
Square demanding that the bosses “su- 
persize” their wages to a minimum of 
$15. The campaign quickly spread from 
New York to other major cities, includ- 
ing Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City and 
more. 

What was the spark that led to this 
movement? The air conditioning of 
a Washington Heights’ McDonald’s 
broke, and a worker fainted from the 
heat. The workers had been telling the 
manager for weeks to fix the AC to no 
avail. After the workers rushed the per- 
son to the hospital, they went on strike. 

Such crimes happen every day in 
workplaces around the world. The 
health of workers is regularly put in 
jeopardy by the capitalists, employ- 
ees’ complaints are rarely heard, and 
fast food workers have been stripped 
of dignity for decades. But things have 
reached a breaking point. In the deep- 
est crisis of capitalism, what used to be 
tolerable is now unacceptable. Accident 
expresses necessity. 


Soon there was an insurgence of 
strikes in all five boroughs, particu- 
larly in Manhattan and Brooklyn. The 
demands are simple: higher wages and 
safer conditions. As Marxists, we wel- 
come these developments. We stand 
shoulder to shoulder with our class. 
However, we also must explain the limi- 
tations of these initial demands if they 
are not expanded. 

Capitalism is at an impasse. The 
only way through this crisis 
for the bosses is through the 
slashing of wages and living 
conditions for the workers. 
Even the bourgeois econo- 
mists admit any recovery is 
at least a decade away. Such 
a recovery will be over the 
graves of the workers’ and 
youths’ hopes and dreams for 
a livable existence. 

No matter how sincere 
their intentions, if the lead- 
ership of organizations like 
Fast Food Forward refuse to 
break with the representa- 
tives and ideas of capitalism, 
they are betraying American 
workers to the jaws of Wall Street. 

What is desperately needed now is 
for organized labor to elevate the strug- 
gle to the political sphere. This cannot 
be accomplished by tail-ending the 
Democrats— who pay lip service to the 
working class while never straying in 
policy from the interests of capital. 

If the working class is to secure a liv- 
able wage and safe working conditions, 
its organizations must be independent, 
relying on their own forces and not 
those against it. Without a mass party 
of labor, there will be little hope for the 
needs and wants of American workers. 

However, even this would only be the 
beginning if the working class is to tri- 
umph. Ultimately, we must also strug- 
gle for socialism. Under socialism, the 
masses would democratically see to our 
economic, social, and political needs. 

The struggle of the fast food workers 
is an exciting development in the class 
struggle in the US. In the years ahead, 
millions more will join their sisters 
and brothers in struggle, and the face 
of America— and the planet— will be 
changed forever. ♦ 
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Ted Grant on the Menace of Fascism and How to Fight It 


M ost important for anti-fascists 
and working people is an un- 
derstanding of fascism and 
why it arises. Without such an under- 
standing of fascism it is not possible to 
effectively combat and destroy it. And 
unless it is viewed from the angle of the 
class structure of capitalist society and 
the class forces at work, the workers 
cannot prepare themselves for the fu- 
ture struggle against any rising fascist 
movement. 

Capitalism as a system of society de- 
veloped out of the decay of feudalism. 
In the period of its rise, up to the out- 
break of the First World War, it was a 
progressive system because it resulted 
in the development of the forces of pro- 
duction, i.e., the power of man over na- 
ture, and consequently raised the level 
of culture of mankind. 

Despite crises, wealth increased 
and in the main capitalist countries, 
the standards and the culture of the 
masses rose. With the development of 
technique the increased productivity 
of labor resulted in a farther expansion 
of industry at the expense of the older 
methods of production and with this a 
numerical increase of the working class. 

During the past 100 years, in their 
fight against capitalism, the working 
class organized their own class orga- 
nizations, the trade unions and labor 
parties. It must always be remembered 
that the rights of today— the right to 
withhold labor— to strike, to organize, 
the right of free speech and press, and 
even the right to vote, were not hand- 
ed down benevolently by the capitalist 
class; these were won only after a bitter 
and ceaseless class struggle on the part 
of the workers. Before the First World 
War, the capitalists could still afford to 
give concessions from the enormous 
profits which the expansion of capital- 
ism and imperialism brought them. 

But capitalism inevitably brings in 
its train the concentration of capital 
and the growth of monopoly and of the 
combines. Because of the development 
of the world market, which is the his- 
torical function of the capitalist system, 
at a certain stage the capitalist nations 
inevitably and necessarily come into 
conflict with each other in the frantic 
endeavor to find and extend markets. 
The development of the productive 


forces expands more rapidly than the 
markets, outstrips the boundaries of the 
national state and private ownership of 
the means of production. It is this con- 
tradiction that led to the First World 
War, as it led to the second. 

Capitalism in its last stages not only 
reduces the working class, which it can- 
not provide with any security in either 
employment or sustenance, to the state 
of pauperism; it ruins also the middle 
class— small shopkeepers and business- 
men, professional people, white collar 
workers, small traders, and all those 
strata of the population whose social 
position is lodged between the industri- 
al working class and the capitalist class. 

To combat the working class it is not 
possible for the capitalists to rely only 
on the old forces of repression embod- 
ied in the state machine. In modern 
conditions no state can last very long 
which does not, at least in its initial 
stages, possess a mass basis. A military 
police dictatorship does not serve the 
purpose. The capitalists find a way out 
in fascism, which finds its mass support 
in the middle class on the basis of anti- 
capitalist demagogy. It is important to 
understand that fascism represents a 
mass movement: that of the disillu- 
sioned middle class. 

The working class, in times of crisis, 
seek to express their aspirations and 
struggle through their existing organi- 
zations. Joined together by production, 
organized as a class in large factories 
and plants, the workers think in terms 
of a socialist solution to their problems. 
Their social position gives rise to a so- 
cial consciousness. 

The middle class, because of their 
position in society, wedged halfway be- 
tween the capitalists and the workers, 
sway between these classes. If the work- 
ing class cannot show a revolutionary 
way out for the middle class, the lat- 
ter turns to the capitalist class and be- 
comes the main pillar of support for the 
fascist movement. 

With the increasing rivalry on the 
world market, unable to secure their 
position while the organizations of the 
working class exist, the capitalists seek 
a way out of the crisis by the destruction 
of these organizations, thereby depriv- 
ing the workers of the weapons through 
which they defend their rights and con- 


ditions. As the crisis affects one country 
after another, the capitalists look to fas- 
cist movements to smash the working- 
class organizations and parties. Herein 
lies the function of fascism. 

With the reemergence of the fascists, 
the main task of the labor movement is 
to educate and explain to the workers the 
class nature of fascism and its function 
as a combat force against the working- 
class organizations. But to explain the 
class roots and function of fascism is not 
enough. The working class must partici- 
pate in actively combatting the fascists 
wherever they raise their heads. For this 
it is necessary that the organizations 
of the working class rally the militants 
around a militant program of struggle 
against the anti-Semitic, anti-labor pro- 
paganda meetings, against the press and 
other menacing activities of the fascists. 

Historical experience has shown that 
it is not possible to legislate fascism out 
of existence. The very nature of the capi- 
talist state precludes that, for fascism in 
the nature of things is the naked weap- 
on of capitalist class rule. Only the mass 
of the organized working class, under- 
standing the nature of fascism and with 
a militant policy of struggle against it, 
will be capable of dealing effectively 
with the menace of fascism. In the final 
analysis the destruction of the capital- 
ist system, which needs and breeds fas- 
cism with all its attendant horrors and 
repressions against the working class 
and racial and religious minorities, is 
the only means of ensuring the decisive 
defeat of fascism. ♦ 


Read the fall text of The Menace of 
Facism : What it Is and How to Fight 
it, written in the context of 1948 Brit- 
ain, at TedGrant.org 
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LETTERS 


Letter: Life in the Fast Food and Service Lane 



A WORKER IN TEXAS 

I n the Au Bon Pain I worked at, with 
the exception of one manager, the 
black men worked overnight or in 
back and out of sight. The white men 
worked off to the side, in the sandwich 
and salad area. The women, as a rule, 
worked the registers. Shifts were short 
and irregular, workplace tension be- 
tween managers and employees was 
high, and individual walkouts were 
common. The workers who had been 
there the longest, together with myself 
(at that time, a communist, yet unorga- 
nized) began to explore the possibility 
of a union. Some employees— grown 
men and women— were so terrified of 
reprisals that they would not even dis- 
cuss it. So much for freedom of speech 
and association. 

I was also employed by Panera Bread, 
whose employees are allowed one half- 
off meal per shift, or, if it is more than 
eight hours, one “free” meal. So truly 
progressive is this company that, like 
angels, they gift their stale bread to 
their hungry employees. Panera s work- 
regime is horrible, the training is woe- 
fully inadequate, and the standard for 
the pace of work is continually inched 
up through time-and-motion studies 
by regional management. In this way, 
hours are cut, jobs are cut, and fewer 
workers are made to do more and more, 
while wages stay very close to the legal 
minimum. When I worked there— with 
a decade of restaurant experience be- 
hind me— I was paid $8.50 and received 
just twenty or thirty hours a week. 

At Papa Johns, where my coke-ad- 
dicted manager screamed at the work- 
ers to pick up the pace, or, on his best 
days, made racist jokes about the work- 
ers, just two or three hours a week were 
all that many employees saw. We were 
encouraged to sign up for pay cards, re- 
placing paychecks, whose value could 
only be withdrawn in increments of $10 
or $20, which guaranteed you would 
never get the last couple of dollars, so 
that in a way you were made dependent 
on that specific employer, week after 
week. 

La Madeleine’s work regime was tol- 
erable. The managers were polite and 
reasonable. The pace of work wasn’t as 
insane as at Papa John’s and Panera. 


However, they systematically lied to the 
workers about the expense of fixing the 
plumbing, and we were at times made 
to stand in several inches of waste wa- 
ter refuse— stinking, putrid, wretched, 
filthy, and germ-infested— all so the 
owners could avoid spending what was 
obviously necessary to make the fix. 
How thrifty! 

I also worked for Kohl’s, doing ship- 
ping and receiving. The shifts were three 
or four hours. Teams would work cease- 
lessly to unload trucks full of products 
that would then cover the floors and 
shelves of one of the most high-volume 
stores in the country. After that we were 
cut loose. Management eventually re- 
alized that the overnight workers were 
working at a slower pace than our team. 
The decision was made to cut our entire 
shift and transfer the entire workload 
onto the overnight team. The manag- 
ers were always gone on vacation, it 
seemed, and we were goaded into cel- 
ebrating their bonuses— the result, they 
said, of all our hard work. When my 
team was called in for a meeting with 
the managers and told our shift was be- 
ing cut, we got up and went out to eat 
without clocking out. 

That was the first and only coordi- 
nated walk out I have ever been a par- 
ticipant in, and I can tell you the anger 
and frustration was palpable. Most of us 


never went back, but I took an offer to 
stay with the company working . . . the 
overnight shift! Despite laws against 
the practice, we were locked inside at 
night. The pace of work was intolerable, 
and night work is by definition miser- 
able and disorienting. I subsequently 
walked out, and as I crossed the park- 
ing lot at 1:30 a.m., the alarm sounded. 

Then I was hired and helped to open 
a new Sweet Tomatoes location. The 
pace of work was the fastest I’ve seen 
anywhere, so that the workers could 
barely keep up and the managers were 
always on edge. The style of manage- 
ment was to scream at the employees in 
front of customers. Not very pleasant, 
and not a little degrading. 

The racism, sexism, overwork, low 
pay, degrading management, and con- 
stant pressure to take a second and 
third job is common at virtually all 
companies in restaurant, fast food, and 
retail in the United States, with practi- 
cally no exceptions. 

Employers cut corners constantly, 
placing the burden of a slightly in- 
creased profit margin right onto the 
muscles and nerves of the employees, 
whose pay stays the same. I have had 
over twenty-five jobs— all but one or 
two of them in service— and although 
my experiences have varied from place 
to place, the underlying character of 
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business has become that much more 
clear with each new employer: degrade, 
divide, and exploit. Here, a higher pace 

Fiqhtinq Fund Financial Appeal 


where taciturn managers and absentee 
millionaire owners paying paltry wages. 

There are over 13 million restaurant 
workers today in America. The over- 
whelming majority of these can never 
be certain about their paychecks, and 
as a consequence can budget their in- 
come— typically between $7.25 and $9 
an hour— only with exceptional difficul- 
ty. However, while the take-home pay 
of such a worker in the course of a year 
is never going to be significantly more 
than $10,000 or at most $15,000— and 
probably less— the owners are rak- 
ing in gigantic sums. Indeed, the aver- 
age restaurant CEO collects 788 times 
that— about $12 million a year. In other 
words, you would have to work for 788 
years to collect what your employer 
“earns” in a single year. 

These workers are essentially feeding 
America about half of its meals. Food is 
necessary for life, and in this fact lies 
the essential value of restaurant work. 
The situation with retail is not much 
different— low pay for the real produc- 
ers, extraordinary pay for the owners 
who do nothing useful at all. 

This situation— in which the peo- 
ple who feed us, clothe us, furnish our 
homes and so on, are compelled to live 
with barely any food, inferior clothes, 
and scant furniture and electronics, 
while their super-rich jet-setter bosses 
squander countless millions on creature 
comforts and idiotic fancies— is as nat- 
ural to capitalism as police harassment, 
foreign invasions, and omnipresent ad- 
vertisements. 

The exploitation, abuse, and division 
of the workers is the very basis of capi- 
talism, whose basic exploitation unit, 
the company, exists not to raise the 
standard of living of the working class, 
but to grow the profits for the handful 
of private owners, the capitalists. 

If restaurant and retail workers ever 
hope to see a safe and decent work re- 
gime where we are respected, where 
our conditions of life and work are not 
sacrificed to the rich, where our social 
role is given its proper respect and due, 
and is not degraded, we will have to 
unite with the workers of all industries, 
against the capitalists of all industries, 
in a fight for a socialist revolution to de- 
stroy capitalism forever. ♦ 


O ver and over again we see the 
horrors of capitalism spark 
social movements, but these 
movements need Marxist ideas and 
leadership to achieve victory. Gar- 
ment workers are fighting back in 
Bangladesh, as are fast food workers 
throughout the USA. However, without 
a farsighted revolutionary leadership, 
history shows how these movements in- 
evitably run into roadblocks, and disori- 
entation and disillusionment eventually 
set in. If we limit ourselves to the norms 
of capitalism, we will never change the 
status quo. We cannot reform capital- 
ism. We must organize the working 
class to transform society altogether. 

Look at the magnificent movement 
in Egypt; it involved millions of people, 
but as they brought down one capital- 
ist government, the pro-capitalist mili- 
tary filled the vacuum. If the Egyptian 
working class had a mass workers’ party 
armed with a Marxist program, work- 
ers would be in power in Egypt. This 
would be a huge inspiration throughout 
the world and, would overnight open up 
the potential for victory in places like 
Greece. 

Supporters of Socialist Appeal have 
really come through this month! One 
monthly contributor, NA in San Diego, 
raised her monthly contribution by 
$30. KK in the Bay Area has raised his 
by $25 per month. New member LR in 
NYC is now giving $10 per month, and 
another new member, PL in Minneapo- 
lis is giving $20. And JG in New Jersey 
is raising his monthly contribution by 
$100 a month beginning in October! 

Do you contribute to Socialist Ap- 
peal on a monthly basis? Why not con- 
tribute regularly by becoming a mem- 
ber or sympathizer? If you are already 
contributing monthly, why not consider 
raising it? Times are tough for anyone 
not in the top 10% of Americans, and 
many of our members and supporters 
are already making huge sacrifices to 
build the forces of revolutionary Marx- 
ism. But knowing that this money helps 
to build a larger and stronger Inter- 
national Marxist Tendency, here and 
around the world, makes these sacri- 
fices worth it! 

If you cannot contribute every 
month, please consider sending a one- 
time donation. Two comrades in NYC 


are giving $300. A supporter in Greece, 
seeing the need to build up Marxism in 
the US sent us $200! A reader in Ken- 
tucky just sent us $10. Another in Texas 
sent another $10. Thank you! These 
$10 and $20 contributions really add 
up and are a great help. 

Our Fighting Fund target is $15,050 
for this year. So far, we raised 54% of 
that target. With your help, we can 
make and possibly break this target as 
we enter the last quarter of 2013. Let’s 
keep this forward momentum going. 
Workers of the World Unite! ♦ 
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Marxist Economics and 

Capitalist Crisis 

by Rob Sewell 



Purchase your copy today at our online store 
or send $5 to the address below 
(Includes postage) 


T he capitalist crisis has given 
rise to a renewed interest in 
Marxist economic theory. Not 
surprisingly, this interest has focused 
on Marx’s theory of crisis. In this new 
booklet, Rob Sewell analyzes the “un- 
derconsumptionist” explanation of 
crisis, which is often confused with 
Marx’s understanding of capitalist 
overproduction. He also addresses 
the confusion around Marx’s views 
on the tendency for the rate of profit 
to fall. 36 pages. 
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The Syrian Tragedy and the Imperialist Farce 


FRANCESCO MERLI AND JOHN PETERSON 

T he spontaneous uprising of the 
Syrian masses, inspired by events 
in Tunisia and Egypt, has degen- 
erated into a sectarian bloodbath. De- 
prived of a revolutionary leadership, the 
hopeful beginnings have been trans- 
formed into a tragedy. On the other 
hand, US imperialisms hypocritical and 
bellicose zig-zags are a complete and ut- 
ter farce, and graphically illustrate the 
limits of US power. 

Long accustomed to getting its way 
with no questions asked, Obama’s han- 
dling of the Syria situation has exposed 
the new balance of forces on a world 
scale. While still the preeminent impe- 
rialist power, the dream of a “Pax Amer- 
icana” under US auspices has been 
reduced to rubble, with far-reaching 
implications. 

Twelve years of bloodshed and the 
ruinous draining of the national trea- 
sury has greatly reduced Americans’ 
appetite for war. After the humiliating 
adventures in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
US imperialism is seeking to extricate 
itself from the Middle East. In the last 
decade, it has largely neglected Asia, 
and must now make up for lost time 
as it seeks to counter China’s rise, not 
to mention Japan’s reemergence as a 
regional military presence. But things 
will not be so simple for the strategists 
at the Pentagon, CIA, and Department 
of State. 

The entire Middle East has spun out 
of the imperialists’ control. Several re- 
gimes have fallen already, and revolu- 
tion simmers just beneath the surface 
in one country after another. With rev- 
olution and counterrevolution raging, 
and with world and regional powers all 
jockeying for position, it is a veritable 
powder keg just waiting to explode. 

In this volatile context, the US can- 
not afford to stand meekly aside. And 
yet, it has few options, none of which 
are particularly palatable. Forced to 
slink away from Iraq with its tail be- 
tween its legs, and similarly defeated 
in Afghanistan, it must show the world 
that its overwhelming military might is 
not a paper tiger. Hence the bold words 
about “red lines” and chemical weapons, 
reminiscent of George H. Bush’s “line in 
the sand” message to Saddam Hussein. 


Despite his tough talk, Obama likely 
imagined that Assad would not cross 
the “red line,” thus allowing the US to 
posture and talk tough, while not be- 
ing compelled to actually act. After all, 
Assad was doing quite a fine job slaugh- 
tering tens of thousands of his citizens 
and pulverizing entire cities with con- 
ventional weapons alone. Why would 
he risk drawing the imperialists into 
direct intervention? Assad is a ruthless 
bastard; but he is not an entirely stupid 
bastard. 

That chemical weapons were used 
in Syria does not appear to be in doubt. 
But who ordered their use is another 
question. Was it a rogue Syrian army 
commander disregarding orders? Was 
it some faction of the rebels hoping 
to spark foreign intervention? Was it 
Assad himself? The truth may never be 
known; so far, no conclusive evidence 
has been presented. But world “public 
opinion”— i.e., the western bourgeois 
media— was quickly convinced that 
Assad had gassed his own people. The 
“red line” had been crossed. What to do 
about it? 

The imperialists’ preferred outcome 
is the controlled fall or quiet exit of 
Assad, while keeping the bulk of his re- 
gime intact. They do not want to repeat 
the mistake they made in Iraq, where 
they not only toppled Saddam, but dis- 
mantled the entire military and bureau- 
cratic apparatus, which led to a bloody 
conflagration that is still far from over. 

While backing the rebels against 
Assad, they have no confidence in their 
rebel “allies.” Many of them are al-Qae- 
da-linked jihadists who would unleash 
a sectarian bloodbath that would make 
Iraq and Lebanon look like a garden 
party if they were to fill the vacuum left 
by the collapse of Assad’s regime. But 
the opportunity to give an edge to the 
rebels may have been missed by Obama, 
whose hands are tied for the moment by 
mass opposition at home and the new 
diplomatic course proposed by the Rus- 


sians. 

In the end, a solution allowing ev- 
eryone to “save face” was reached. But 
everyone knows the truth: Obama and 
Kerry were outmaneuvered by Putin 
and Assad. The fact that the colossus of 
capitalism has been stymied in its lat- 
est attempt to flex its imperialist might 
will not go unnoticed. What we are wit- 
nessing is not an incidental detail; it is 
the inevitable consequence of US impe- 
rialism’s decaying power on the world 
scene, a bitter fruit which Obama must 
now swallow. 

As for the plight of the Syrian work- 
ers, peasants, and youth, it remains as 
desperate as ever. There is no solution 
on the basis of capitalism, just as there 
is no solution within the limits of Syria 
itself. The people of Syria, on both sides 
of the present divide, desperately want 
to see an end to the present carnage. 

Unfortunately, the only layer of soci- 
ety that could offer a way out, the Syr- 
ian working class, the peasants, and 
the radicalized youth, have been left 
leaderless and confused. That is the real 
tragedy of the Syrian situation. Had 
there been a mass organization that 
could have united all the working peo- 
ple behind a program of radical social 
change, of socialist transformation, the 
situation would be very different today. 
But no such organization exists, and 
therefore other, reactionary, forces have 
come to the fore, diverting the move- 
ment against Assad down the road of 
sectarian religious/ethnic conflict. 

The only way forward is to painstak- 
ingly build the subjective factor— a mass 
workers’ party based on the program of 
genuine Marxism— necessary to chan- 
nel the revolutionary aspirations of the 
Syrian masses to overthrow the hated 
Assad regime and replace it with a re- 
gime of workers’ democracy, as part of 
the socialist revolution throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa. It is an 
arduous task, but it is the only way out 
of the impasse. ♦ 


For the latest international news and 
analysis from a Marxist perspective, visit 

IN DEFENSE OF MARXISM 
at marxist.com 





OUR PROGRAM: WHAT WE FIGHT FOR 


FOR A MASS PARTY OF LABOR BASED ON THE 
UNIONS-BREAK WITH THE DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS: Only organized labor has the 
numbers and resources to effectively challenge 
the bosses’ parties. For a militant, class indepen- 
dent, socialist program to fight against the at- 
tacks of big business. By fighting for the working 
class majority at the polls, in the workplace, and 
on the streets, such a party could quickly become 
a mass force and turn American politics upside 
down. 

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE, UNION REPRESENTATION, 
AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FOR ALL WORKERS: 

Repeal all antiunion laws including Taft-Hart- 
ley. End compulsory arbitration and the victim- 
ization of trade unionists and those forming new 
unions. Organize the unorganized. Mobilize the 
rank and file and unite the labor movement to 
fight back against the bosses. No to concessions! 
For trade union democracy. All union officials to 
be regularly elected with the right of immedi- 
ate recall by the membership. All officials to re- 
ceive no more than the average wage of a skilled 
worker. 

FULL EMPLOYMENT: No to layoffs. Thirty hours 
work for forty hours pay. The right to a se- 
cure, full-time job, full benefits, or a place in ed- 
ucation. Job security for all temporary workers 
and interns with equal pay and treatment. For a 
massive program of useful public works to create 
quality union jobs to rebuild our infrastructure. 
For a national minimum wage of at least $16 per 
hour. Wages to be tied to inflation through pe- 
riodic Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA). For 
union control over hiring and firing. Establish 
union-controlled job training and hiring halls in 
communities with high unemployment. Volun- 
tary retirement at age 55 with full benefits. No to 
the privatization of Social Security. 

SAFE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR ALL: End home- 
lessness. For an immediate moratorium on evic- 
tions. For the nationalization of foreclosed and 
vacant homes, to be allocated to those in need 
under democratic workers’ and community 
control, with residents of foreclosed properties 
allowed to stay in their homes. No compensa- 
tion to the foreclosing owners, except in cases 
of proven need. Rent for all housing, including 
Section 8 and government-owned housing, to be 
fixed at not more than 10 percent of wages, as 
part of a voluntary, national plan for housing. 
UNIVERSAL QUALITY HEALTH CARE: For a social- 
ized, national health care system. Free scientific 
research from the profit motive. Full access for 
all to the latest medical technology, treatments, 
and discoveries. Massively fund research for 
cures and treatment of AIDS, cancer, and other 
diseases. Nationalize the health insurance com- 
panies, the medical equipment and pharmaceu- 
tical industries, the mega-hospital systems and 
related clinics, and integrate them into a single 
state-owned and democratically managed and 
administered health provider. 


QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL: Fully fund and ex- 
pand our public schools, colleges, and universi- 
ties. End corporate encroachment into the class- 
room. No to means testing, vouchers, charter 
schools, and privatization. No to “Race to the 
Top” and “No Child Left Behind.” Abolish tu- 
ition fees and forgive student loans. Provide liv- 
ing grants and paid internships to all students. 
Nationalize the private universities and colleges 
and merge them into one united public system 
of higher education. For lifelong learning for all 
from the cradle to the grave. 

OUTLAW ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION-EQUAL 
RIGHTS FOR ALL: Equal pay for work of equal 
value. Full paid leave for expectant mothers after 
the 1st trimester; parental leave with full pay for 
up to two years after birth or adoption. Free and 
safe, quality after-school programs and child- 
care facilities in the workplace. Affordable pub- 
lic laundry services and subsidized restaurants 
serving healthy, quality food to help free working 
women from domestic servitude. Full reproduc- 
tive rights up to and including abortion. No to 
discrimination on the basis of sexual preference, 
gender identity, and expression. Defend our civil 
liberties from attacks in the name of the “war 
on terror.” For genuine freedom of expression. 
Nationalize the means of communication, and 
democratize access to the media and the use of 
public meeting spaces on the basis of propor- 
tional representation. 

NO TO RACISM, PROFILING, AND POLICE 
BRUTALITY: No to racist and antiworker police, 
courts, and laws. End the phony war on drugs in 
the U.S. and internationally. Abolish the death 
penalty and release all political prisoners. For 
the immediate and unconditional legalization 
of all undocumented immigrants. Full rights 
and amnesty for immigrant workers and their 
families. End all racist immigration and asylum 
controls. For the right of residency and dual 
citizenship. For the right to speak one’s own 
language. Access to Social Security with equal 
benefits for all. No to “guest worker” programs. 
For family reunification and an immediate end to 
raids and deportations. No to border walls, mili- 
tarization, and repression on the border. For the 
unity of the working class: mobilize the labor 
movement to combat racism and discrimina- 
tion and to improve conditions for all workers. 


A SOCIALIZED PLAN OF PRODUCTION FOR 
AGRICULTURE: Nationalize the food distribution 
and agrichemical giants that destroy farmers’ 
livelihoods and endanger public health in the 
pursuit of profit. A democratic plan of food pro- 
duction would protect small farmers’ and agri- 
cultural workers’ jobs and security. Fully fund 
nutrition assistance and extension programs. 
Full union rights for all agricultural workers. 
ACTION TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT AND JOBS: 
For public ownership and control over natural 
resources— the land, major industries, mining 
and logging companies, transport, oil, gas, and 
other energy— to ensure a safe and healthy en- 
vironment for all. Environmental plans would 
be measured in generations, not fiscal quarters. 
Free and efficient public transportation for all. 
NATIONALIZE THE KEY LEVERS OF THE ECONOMY: 
THE MAJOR INDUSTRIES, BANKS, AND CORPORA- 
TIONS: No to austerity— make the rich pay for the 
crisis! Break with the irrational chaos of the cap- 
italist free market. Nationalize the Fortune 500. 
No compensation to the millionaires, only to 
those in genuine need. All nationalized compa- 
nies to be run under democratic workers’ control 
and management, and integrated into a socialist 
plan of production to meet the needs of society. 
Consolidate the nationalized banks into a single, 
publicly owned and administered national bank 
to protect workers’ savings and guarantee af- 
fordable loans to all. 

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONALISM: End NAFTA, 
CAFTA, and pull out of the WTO and other 
bankers’ deals that are the tools of imperialist 
exploitation. No to the FTAA and the TPR Abol- 
ish the World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund, and write off the debts imposed by Wall 
Street and imperialism. For international eco- 
nomic cooperation based on the interests of 
working people, not a handful of multination- 
als. No to the war on working people at home 
and abroad. Cut the military budget and invest 
instead in social needs. No to militarism and 
intervention in the Middle East and around 
the world: withdraw all troops from Iraq and 
Afghanistan now! End the embargo on Cuba. 
Hands off Latin America! Unite with Canadian 
and Latin American workers in a socialist fed- 
eration of the Americas as part of a world social- 
ist federation. 


LEARN MORE ABOUT AND JOIN THE WIL 


The Workers International League bases itself on the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
and Trotsky, and on the further development of these ideas by the International Marx- 
ist Tendency (www.marxist.com). Socialism has been tarnished in the minds of mil- 
lions by the horrific experience of Stalinism and the continued lies and distortions of 
the ruling class. Stalinism was a historical aberration and a criminal, totalitarian cari- 
cature of genuine socialism. We fight for international socialism, in which the world 
working class has democratic control over the means of production, distribution, and 
exchange. Without democracy there can be no socialism! A workers’ government in 
the US would take over the vast wealth now owned by just a handful of individuals and 
democratically use it in the interests of everyone. We invite all those who are in agree- 
ment with the ideas expressed in Socialist Appeal, and who want to learn more about 
building a revolutionary Marxist alternative to capitalism, to contact us. 
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THE CRISIS OF GREEK 
CAPITALISM DEEPENS 

Stamatis Karagiannopoulos 




W ith growing rage, millions of workers, pensioners, 
small shopkeepers, and young people who have 
been crushed by austerity are discovering what a 
big deception the so-called “rescue” of the country by 
the Troika is. In reality, it is a rescue of the spec- 
ulators who hold the Greek debt and at the 
same time an attempt to avoid a domino 
effect of bankruptcies that could lead to 
the end of the eurozone. 

Greek capitalism continues to be 
the weak link of the eurozone, as it 
is still under the “intensive care” of 
the EU support mechanisms for 
the fourth consecutive year, and is 
in recession for the sixth consecu- 
tive year. Overall GDP decline since 
the crisis began will reach 25% by 
the end of 2013, and unemployment 
will reach 30%. According to the 
Greek General Confederation of Labor 
(GSEE) it will take at least 20 years be 
fore the economy returns to the pre-crisis 
levels! 

Every attempt to pay off the unbearable usurious 
debt requires new cuts in wages, pensions, benefits, and so- 
cial spending, and new layoffs. Not a single progressive step 
is possible in Greek society and no kind of beneficial growth 
can come about if the debt is not cancelled altogether, if the 
interests of ordinary people are not put above the benefits of 
the loan sharks. 

All sections of the Greek and foreign capitalists that are 
connected with this debt are also benefitting from the attacks 
on the working class. Consequently, the cancellation of the 
debt requires a declaration of war on capitalism, and this war 
can be won solely via the establishment of a centralized and 
democratically planned nationalized economy. 

In this atmosphere of polarization, discontent, and crisis, 
the neo-Nazi fascists of the Golden Dawn have gained in the 
polls. Feeling powerful and untouchable, they unleashed a 
wave of terror against left activists, immigrants, and ordinary 
workers. However, their murder of a well-known anti-fascist 




rapper and the attempted murder of several KKE activists 
pushed things too far. These actions of Golden Dawn were 
creating an atmosphere of revolutionary ferment among the 
masses and especially among the youth, while at the same 
time openly exposing the government coalition partners as 
being responsible for covering up and backing Nazi activities. 

This is a crucial moment for the Greek ruling class. It is try- 
ing to achieve some sort of parliamentary stability and “social 
peace,” so as to be able to introduce even more austerity mea- 
sures, and is seeking help from the Troika to solve the dra- 
matic funding gaps of the state. In this situation, the provoca- 
tive activities of the fascists could not be tolerated. Therefore, 
driven by cold political calculation, the government chose to 
move against its Golden Dawn partners. 

The position of the ruling class against these thugs can be 
summed up as follows: “We reared you as an auxiliary force 
to complement the official forces of repression of the state. 
You responded adequately by terrorizing left activists and 
intimidating immigrants. But, it seems, you want to follow 
your own plan and agenda. You forgot the fact that you are 
our dogs. Your crazed arrogance made you difficult to control 
and, thus, we will have to fence you in and release you only 
when we feel we fully control you.” 

Both the current government and the neo-Nazis rep- 
resent reaction. The only real difference is that one 
; wants to move quickly to implement an 
anti-worker dictatorship, while the other 
first wants to exhaust all possible “demo- 
cratic” and parliamentary options. 

Fascist reaction will attempt to 
reemerge, possibly with a different 
name and image. GD over the past 
year and a half has created its own 
powerful political tradition and in- 
fluence that will continue to be pres- 
ent within the state apparatus. Its 
arms, its sources of finance and its 
properties will simply switch hands. 
Their army of lumpen thugs, tempo- 
rarily reduced because of their low mo- 
rale at present, will pass on to new leaders. 
The electoral influence of openly fascist 
reaction, under the name of GD or any other 
name, will be reduced for some time, but it will not 
be completely eliminated. A wing of the ruling class will carry 
on funding and preserving the fascist milieu. On the basis of 
the deep capitalist crisis, there will still be a confused audi- 
ence for nationalist, racist demagogy. 

So how can the current capitalist government be toppled 
and replaced by a workers’ government? Certainly not via the 
method of sporadic 24-hour and 48-hour strikes or through 
the occupation of squares. These methods have been tried 
and have failed, leading to an increased feeling of hopeless- 
ness and skepticism about the possibility of achieving victo- 
ries through mass, class struggle. For a long time now, the 
Marxists of SYRIZA have explained that the struggle must be 
aimed at paralyzing and blocking the class enemy and its gov- 
ernment. The only way for this to happen is for SYRIZA, the 
KKE, and the trade unions to carry out a very well organized, 
unified all-out political general strike. 


Learn more atMarxist.com. 






